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Encountering ‘Others’ in the Atlantic World: Perspectives from the Material 
World 

375th New Sweden Anniversary Conference 
Council for Northeast Historical Archaeology 

New Sweden History Conference 
University of Delaware and Lund University 

7-10 November 2013 

 
Tours 

 
All tours are a full day 8:00 am – 4:00 pm.  
Tours 1 - 4 include transportation costs, 
lunch, and all admittance fees. 
Tour 5 includes transportation and admittance 
fees. The cost of lunch is not included. 
Many tours have outdoor components please 
dress appropriately and wear walking shoes. 
 
1) Gardens and Galleries 
    $65.00 US/Canadian 
 
Participants will visit two of Philadelphia’s 
treasures--Bartram’s Garden and the 
American Swedish Historical Museum. 
Archaeologist and Director Joel Fry will 
highlight the history of New Sweden at 
Bartram’s Garden. From the late 1640s, the 
land around Bartram’s Garden was part of a 
1,000 acre plantation known as Aronameck. 
By the 1680s the future site of the garden was 
subdivided into two or three Swedish colonial 
farmsteads, but until recently there has been 
very little physical evidence of this pre-
Bartram occupation. In winter 2012, Phase II 
survey excavations in the south meadow at 
Bartram’s Garden by archaeologists from 
URS Corporation exposed a multi-component 
archaeological site, with evidence of Late 
Archaic through Late Woodland, and late 17th 
c. to modern occupation. A small but 

interesting collection of artifacts is correlated 
with the occupation, ca. 1697-1726, of one of 
the pre-Bartram farmsteads owned by French 
Huguenot, Andris Souplis (1634-1726).  
 
The ASHM is the oldest Swedish-American 
museum in the country. Two of the twelve 
permanent galleries focus on the New Sweden 
Colony (1638-1655), its settlers and their 
material culture. Additional galleries feature 
the museum’s collection of fine and 
decorative art from the 18th to the 21st 
century. Lunch is provided by the museum’s 
Auxiliary and includes Swedish open face 
sandwiches, cucumber salad, pasta salad, and 
Swedish baked goods.  
 
2) Delaware’s Hidden Gems: Vernacular 
Architecture and Landscapes 
    $65.00 US/Canadian 
 
Delaware: the First State, Small Wonder, the 
Diamond State. Tour participants will 
discover the origin of these monikers with 
visits to a number of these gems. 
 
Stop 1 – Wilmington, settled 1638  
A seventeenth-century National Historic 
Landmark in the Delaware River Valley is a 
distinction that few historic sites can claim. 
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The Old Swedes Church and burial grounds 
has this privilege. Holy Trinity Church, 
commonly called Old Swedes Church was 
constructed of Brandywine granite in 1698-
1699. The only remaining structure of the 
early Swedish settlement along the banks of 
the Christina River, it’s the oldest church in 
the nation now standing as built and still in 
use for regular worship. Join architect Dale 
Frens (Frens and Frens) and Executive 
Director Rebecca Wilson for architectural and 
historical tour of this 314-year-old site.  
 
Stop 2 –  New Castle, founded 1651 
The New Castle Court House Museum is one 
of the oldest courthouses in the United States 
and is a National Historic Landmark Site. 
Exhibitions at the museum highlight 
Delaware’s courts, Assembly, social, cultural 
and archaeological history. Featured are 
displays and artifacts of archaeological 
excavations of the site from 1955 through 
2003. In April 2013 the Court House was 
included in the First State National 
Monument.   
 
George Read House and Gardens - 
Conducted by University of Delaware 
Anthropology professor Dr. Lu Ann De 
Cunzo and her students, archaeology on the 
Read House and Gardens site began in the 
mid-1990s, and continues with ground-
penetrating radar studies by John Milner 
Associates. Archaeological research on site is 
also contributing to the study of the 
surrounding town of New Castle, settled by 
the Dutch in 1651, and occupied at turns by 
Swedes and finally the English, eventually 
becoming the colonial and first state capital of 
Delaware. 
 
Stop 3 - Port Penn, founded 1763 
Dr. David Orr (Temple University) will lead 
participants on a walking tour of Port Penn; 
the village landscape will be discussed with 
emphasis on surviving features and sites; 
including the Dr. Stewart House that dates 
from the mid-eighteenth century and an early 

18th century dyke. The Port Penn Museum 
housed in a 19th century schoolhouse that 
contains a rich collection detailing Port Penn 
Community Life and Culture. The theme of 
the local fisheries and the world of the 
waterman echoes in the boardwalk trail that 
leads out into a marsh. At the time of the 
tour, the marsh should be stirring with life.  
 
Stop 4 - Delaware City, DE; ca. 1835.  
African Union Church Cemetery, currently 
undergoing preservation, contains the burial 
sites of five African-American Soldiers from 
the American Civil War (United States 
Colored Troops). They will be interpreted on 
site. The nearby free African American site of 
Polktown will be visited. Delaware’s status as 
a slave state will be explained through these 
powerful landscapes where African Americans 
once confronted both slavery and freedom 
concurrently. 
 
Box lunch will be provided. 
 
3)  Nanticoke Lenni-Lenape Tribal 
Community 
    $65.00 US/Canadian 
       
The Nanticoke Lenni-Lenape Sovereign 
Nation invites conference attendees to visit 
the important landmarks of their community 
and meet with tribal leaders to learn how this 
tribal community has survived in their 
homeland for the last 300 years. These 
landmarks include St. John’s United 
Methodist Church (their traditional church), 
graveyards, tribal grounds, and tribal center 
(where crafts, music CDs, t-shirts and other 
souvenirs can be purchased.)  The tribe will 
provide a lunch of traditional dishes including 
succotash and venison stew at the tribal 
grounds followed by entertainment and time 
for informal discussion with tribal leaders.   
 
4) Forts on the Delaware, 1651-1945 
    $65.00 US/Canadian 
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From the moment Europeans arrived in the 
Delaware Valley, establishing places for 
defense of their settlements was of paramount 
concern. Early fortifications constructed by 
the Swedes, Dutch, and English were placed 
to attempt control of both river traffic and 
commerce. Later fortifications constructed by 
the United States government were placed to 
defend the important port city of 
Philadelphia. This tour will provide an 
overview of fortifications in the middle 
Delaware Valley, starting with the sites of 
seventeenth-century Fort Casimir and a 
French and Indian War battery in New Castle, 
then traveling a short distance downriver to 
strategically placed forts Delaware and Du 
Pont. We will view the fort sites in New 
Castle, walk the casements, terreplein, Civil 
war POW camp, and river front at Fort 
Delaware, and tour the batteries and parade 
ground at Fort Du Pont. Archeological work 
has been conducted at several of these sites. 
Lunch will be provided. A boat trip is 
included, so wear suitable walking shoes and 
warm clothing. 
 
5) The duPont Family: Industrialists and 
Collectors 
    $80.00 US/Canadian 
 
This tour visits two of the museums founded 
by members of the duPont family. Hagley is 
where the du Pont story began. Winterthur 
Museum and Garden was home to Henry 
Francis DuPont, an avid American collector. 
Henry Francis du Pont said it was a desire to 
"show America as it had been" that led him to 
create the period settings his guests enjoyed 
and visitors see today. 
 
Winterthur 
The day begins with a tour of Winterthur’s 
famous gardens. The Winterthur Garden is 
built out of the Brandywine landscape, finding 
its unique form in forests, fields, streams, and 
hills. This will be a special treat, as late 
October to early November is traditionally the 
height of the fall color!  

 
A two-hour specialized tour will include 
museum period rooms, the conservation labs, 
and the ceramic and glass labs. du Pont 
installed historic architectural interiors and 
filled the spaces with early American 
decorative arts, creating rooms that reflected 
both the best of early America and the height 
of fashion for du Pont’s own time. Senior 
Curator of Glass and Ceramics, Leslie 
Grigsby, will take participants on a specialized 
tour of the glass and ceramic labs. The 
ceramics collection includes some 19,000 
objects of types made in or imported into 
America from the 1600s through the mid-
1800s. The earthenware, stoneware, and 
porcelain in the collection represent an 
unusually broad range of manufacturing and 
design types and have special strengths among 
American, English, and Chinese wares. du 
Pont also acquired types of glass known, from 
historical records and archaeological evidence, 
to have been in use in early America. Today 
the collection consists of 4,000 glass objects.  
 
Lunch is on your own in the Winterthur 
Pavilion.  Daily selections include a variety of 
enticing entrees, including the chef's action 
stations, pressed panini, an extensive salad 
bar, soups, desserts, and more!   
 
Hagley Museum & Library 
Situated on 235 picturesque acres along the 
Brandywine River, Hagley is the birth site of 
the DuPont Company. Among industrial 
ruins and restorations, today's park-like 
museum depicts home and work life in a 
nineteenth-century industrial community 
along the Brandywine River. Participants will 
tour the first du Pont Family home in 
America, Eleutherian Mills, built by E. I. du 
Pont in 1803. Adjoining it is the restored 
French-style garden created by E. I. du Pont, 
an avid botanist. The First Office of the Du 
Pont Company was constructed in 1837 and 
remained the nerve center for the company 
for more than fifty years.  
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The Barn features a collection of nineteenth 
century domestic, farm, and powder yard 
vehicles, a collection of weather vanes, 
agricultural tools and implements, as well as a 
Conestoga wagon. On the lower level of the 
Barn an antique automobile exhibit highlights 
the du Pont Motors car manufactory. In the 
Powder Yard, massive stone mills, 
storehouses, and a waterwheel recall the time 
when waterpower was the source of energy. 
Exhibits and working models tell the history 
of the economic and technological expansion 
of the Brandywine region and the nation.  
 
 
For more information, contact the 
conference tour organizer: 
 
Rebecca L. Wilson 
rlwilson@oldswedes.org 
302.652.5629 
 

mailto:rlwilson@oldswedes.org

